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REMARKS 

In response to the Final Office Action dated May 14, 2007, Applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration based on the following remarks. Applicants 
respectfully submit that the claims as presented are in condition for allowance. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-9, 11-15, 17-19,21,23-27, 29-31 and 33-35 are pending. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 

Claims 1-9, 1 1-15, 17-19, 21, 23-27, 29-31, and 33-35 were rejected under 35 USC 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over Swanson alone. 

The Applicants submit that the rejection of claims 1-9, 11-15, 17-19, 21, 23-27, 
29-31, and 33-35 is in error because the Examiner has not met the burden of establishing 
a prima facie case of obviousness, thus contravening the provisions of 35 USC §103(a). 

The Applicants submit that there is clear error in the outstanding rejection under 
35 USC §103 (a) because the cited reference does not teach or suggest all of the claim 
limitations. With respect to independent claims 1, 34, and 35, the Examiner states on 
page 3 of the final Office Action of May 14, 2007, that "[t]he system of Swanson differs 
from the claimed invention in that the bill of material is not explicitly shown to be edited 
to facilitate production planning processes. However, there are a variety of well-known 
reasons for editing a bill of material, such as cost planning, inventory management, 
supplier status, managerial approval, etc., and the particular reason would be a matter of 
design choice. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to edit the bill of materials to facilitate a variety of planning 
processes, including production planning". 

The Examiner correctly observed that Swanson fails to disclose editing an 
engineering drawing or bill of material to facilitate development and manufacture of a 
product design. In fact, Swanson' s e»catalog is employed by users for the purpose of 
making product decisions, and not for the purpose of developing or manufacturing a 
product design. Paragraph [0003] of Swanson explicitly states, u [t]o be eCommerce- 
ready stalls with building an intelligent content and information architecture for supplier's 
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product information— an Internet-ready and transaction-ready intelligent multimedia 
product catalog. Today most companies have deployed simple catalogs on their Web sites 
in graphical form incorporating HTML and PDF formats. . ..Computer accessible 
intelligent product catalogs are the fuel of eCommerce, without them products can't be 
selected, transactions can f t be completed, B2B exchanges are stalled". Moreover, 
paragraph [0008] of Swanson explicitly states "[companies are discovering that the 
existing catalogs on their web site are obsolete and insufficient for eCommerce. While 
existing catalogs will support human viewing they are not structure to assist software 
programs in completing transactions." 

Accordingly, Swanson is directed to selling available products to customers 
through an online catalog posted on an eCommerce website. In the context of 
eCommerce websites, customers are not responsible for designing the products they are 
purchasing. Instead, the seller is responsible for designing products which are on offer 
and listed in the online catalog. 

By contrast, Applicants 5 claimed systems, methods, and computer program 
products are applicable to a vendor designing and developing products before they are 
offered for sale in an online catalog. Since Swanson is directed to selling available 
products to customers who are not responsible for designing the products they are 
purchasing, it would be counter-intuitive (and, hence, nonobvious) for Swanson to be 
modified so as to provide customers with the capability of changing a bill of materials 
listing component parts for constructing or designing a product they wish to purchase. 

In view of the foregoing considerations, Swanson fails to teach, suggest, or render 
obvious at least the elements "a server in communication with a workstation over a 
network, the workstation executing a design tool application for developing a product 
design", and "receiving a bill of material. . .in response to the product design conducted 
on the workstation, wherein the bill of material for the product design can be edited to 
facilitate production planning processes for at least one of developing or manufacturing 
the product design" as recited in claim 1. Moreover, Swanson fails to teach, suggest, or 
render obvious at least the element "receiving a bill of material. . .in response to a product 
design conducted on a workstation, wherein the bill of material for the product design can 
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be edited to facilitate production planning processes for at least one of developing or 
manufacturing the product design" as recited in claims 34 and 35. 

Dependent claims 2-9, 1 1-15, 17-19, 21, 23-27, 29-31 and 33 were rejected under 
35 USC §103(a) as being unpatentable over Swanson alone. Applicants submit that 
claims 2-9 are allowable at least because they depend from claim 1 which is believed to 
be an allowable claim for the reasons described above. Applicants further submit that 
claims 1 1-15,17-19 and 21 are allowable at least because they depend from claim 34 
which is believed to be an allowable claim for the reasons described above. Moreover, 
Applicants further submit that claims 23-27, 29-31 and 33 are allowable at least because 
they depend from claim 35 which is believed to be an allowable claim for the reasons 
described above. 
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Summary 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that the application is in 
condition for allowance. Applicants respectfully submit that the final rejection of Claims 
1-9, 11-15, 1749, 21, 23-27, 29-31, and 33-35 should be overturned because the final 
rejection is in error and should be reversed. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that 
this application be allowed and a Notice of Allowance issued. If the Examiner believes 
that a telephone conference with Applicants 5 attorneys would be advantageous to the 
disposition of this case, the Examiner is cordially requested to telephone the undersigned. 

In the event the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks deems additional fees 
to be due in connection with this application, Applicants' attorney hereby authorizes that 
such fee be charged to Deposit Account No. 50-0510. 



Respectfully submitted, 



By; /Steven R. Bartholomew/ 
Steven R. Bartholomew 
Registration No. 34,771 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
55 Griffin Road South 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 
Telephone (860) 286-2929 
Facsimile (860) 286-0115 
Customer No. 48915 

Date: August 14, 2007 
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